Withholding or withdrawal of life-sustaining therapy.
Seventy percent of deaths in intensive care units are preceded by decisions to limit life-support, most of which are made in consultation with the patient's family or other surrogates. Even when the outcome is clear, surrogates and physicians may deny that death is imminent and delay removing ventilatory assistance and other supportive measures. To avoid prolonging suffering, end-of-life decisions should always be guided by the interests and wishes of the patient.